epoch in the evolution of public health organisation and a Ministry of Health is in being.
The demand for a Ministry of Health has been rightly based upon the pressing need for unification and co-ordination, procedures difficult at all times and in all affairs, and supremely difficult in the case of the work which the new Ministry will be called upon to do. The Act under which it has been created has provided but a framework: it has, as it were, surrounded various discrepant, jealously separated, rambling and inconvenient departments, which the piecemeal legislation of nearly fifty years has thrown together and never completed, with a new scaffolding, lightly and hurriedly constructed, within which a beautiful and harmonious new building is to be produced, largely from the old materials. The simile, however, is incomplete. The 
